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Mexico incurred an agricultural trade deficit of about US$700 million in January-June, an increase of
50% from the first half of 1993. According to statistics released by the National Agricultural Council
(Consejo Nacional Agropecuario, CNA), imports of agricultural products totaled US$2.7 billion in
the first semester. In contrast, exports reached about US$2 billion in the same period, pushing the
deficit up to US$700 million.
Of the total imports in the first semester, US$1.326 billion were raw materials and US$1.414
billion were foods and other processed agricultural products. Both categories of imports increased
markedly compared with the same period in 1993, when imports of raw materials totaled US$1.13
billion, and those of processed goods reached US$1.226 billion. Imports increased for such products
as soybeans, fresh fruit (apples from the US and grapes from Chile), beef, pork, vegetable oils, and
animal fat.
The CNA reported a decrease in the import of such products as sorghum, powdered milk, and
wheat. Of the total US$2 billion in exports, the CNA reported that unprocessed agricultural products
earned US$1.5 billion, while processed agricultural goods and other foodstuffs earned about US
$500 million. In contrast, in January-June 1993, unprocessed agricultural exports earned US$1.44
billion and processed goods US$423 million, for a total of US$1.863. According to the CNA, exports
increased for coffee beans, orange juice, and beer. On the other hand, banana exports declined
because of a drop in shipments to the US. Sales to the US market were displaced by bananas
originating in Central and South American countries.
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